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Newsletter April 2020 

Extraordinary meeting of the Committee on Petitions  

On 30 April 2020 the Committee on Petitions held an 
extraordinary meeting in the European Parliament 
premises with the remote participation of petitioners, the 
representatives of the European Commission and most 
Members.  

At its meeting, the committee adopted an Opinion on 
Recommendations on the negotiations for a new 
partnership with the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, with 28 votes in 
favour, none against and 4 abstentions. The committee also adopted, unanimously, a Motion for a 
Resolution on additional funding for biomedical research on Myalgic Encephalomyelitis. 

In addition, the Members considered a number of petitions on the COVID-19 outbreak.  

 

Petition on the protection of residents and asylum-
seekers from COVID-19 in the Aegean islands 

The petitioner calls on the EU to do much more to protect 
refugees and asylum seekers in the Aegean islands. In 
particular, he insists that EU countries each take a fair 
share of child refugees and urgently implement the 
necessary health measures to protect the safety, health, 
security and rights of all those in the camps, as well as 

local residents, and prevent the spread of diseases, including COVID-19. 

The committee decided to keep the petition open and monitor the implementation of the EU 
scheme to relocate unaccompanied migrant children from the Greek islands to 10 Member States, 
and its possible extension to other Member States; and the prevention and/or containment of 
contagious diseases, and in particular COVID-19, in the reception centres and local communities 
on the Greek islands. 

 

Petition on travel restrictions imposed by several Member 
States because of COVID-19 

The petition challenges the legality of travel restrictions imposed 
by the Czech Republic, Poland, Austria and Denmark because of 
COVID-19. The petitioner argues that those measures are in 
breach of the freedom of movement, the basic principle of the 
European Union and are not justified in case of those Member 
States.  

The committee decided that the petition would remain open 
until the Schengen area was operational again. 
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Petition on empowering the EU to address global 
challenges, from COVID-19 to social, economic and 
climate crisis 

The petitioners call on the European Parliament to 
implement adequate mechanisms to resume its work as 
soon as possible, and to take leadership in establishing a 
concrete plan to address the COVID-19 global challenge. 
The petitioners support a reform of the EU with focus 

on the unification, coordination and enhancement of health and financial instruments and 
competences to respond to pandemics, with the observance of the rule of law and fundamental 
rights.  

The committee decided to keep the petition open, send it to the AFCO committee for opinion, and 
to the Working Group on the Conference on the Future of Europe. In addition, the PETI 
coordinators may decide later if a motion for resolution is launched. 

 

Petition on the COVID-19 crisis 

The petitioner calls for the expansion of several EU 
financial instruments, such as the European Social Fund 
or the LIFE program, in order to support citizens affected 
by COVID-19. The petitioner argues that Europe requires 
a greater consensus and union to face this global disease, 
or else risk the rise of Euroscepticism.  

The committee decided to keep the petition open, wait 
for the written reply from the Commission and send the 
petition to the REGI and ENVI committees.  

  

Next PETI meeting: 19 May 2020 
See:agenda, documents and live broadcast 

Documents adopted in PETI: 

- Opinion on Recommendations on the negotiations for a new partnership with the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland (2020/2023 (INI))  

- Draft Motion for a Resolution on additional funding for biomedical research  
on Myalgic Encephalomyelitis (2020/2580 (RSP)) 

 
PETI Secretariat 

peti-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
Petitions Portal 

 
Follow PETI 

www.europarl.europa.eu/peti/ 
Webstream 

 
Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Petitions Committee and are provided for general information 
purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the European Parliament. The PETI Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. 
The PETI Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view expressed on thesewebsites. Photos used under the licence of 

www.shutterstock.com. 
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